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Changing Values in Inland Waterways
- mapping evidence-policy themes

Nicki Schiessel Harvey

This work is part of a project assessing the interrelationship between 
evidence & assessment approaches and changing values in financing and 
managing public goods such as waterways. 

For more information contact :
Nicki Schiessel Harvey,  Birmingham City University   
nicki.schiesselharvey@bcu.ac.uk  +44 7864 967 466    

• Waterways decline as 
transport network

• Closure of ‘defunct’ waterways 
on economic grounds  resisted 
by restoration groups

• Development of economic ass’t
approaches– focus on physical 
assets, job creation, visitor spend

• Early contingent valuation and 
property uplift studies

• Quality of Life Capital 
approach captures community 
benefits for funders’ targets

• Impact studies of effects on 
exclusion, social regeneration

• Ecosystem assessment approaches 
capture & monetize wider benefits

• Growth in river restoration & 
water ecosystem services research

• Focus on values of heritage

• Monetization of benefits, 
hybrid assessment methods

• Increasing assessment of 
indirect health benefits of 
blue-green spaces

• Policy-focused evidence & 
assessment processes
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